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Call for Papers: An edited collection from the ESRC DFID Impact Initiative and the Institute 
of Development Studies 
 
Title: When does evidence really matter? Sharing lessons of improving development 

processes with research. 

For publication - autumn 2016 

 
Background 
This Edited Collection which is co-funded by the ESRC DFID Impact Initiative for 

International development Research and IDS, will present and explore the critical challenges 

faced by evidence-based development through a diverse set of case studies. The use of 

research in the sphere of public policy is an extraordinarily complex phenomenon and is only 

one part of a complicated process that also uses experience, political insight, pressure, 

social technologies, and judgment. In international development, as with other spheres of 

public policy, decisions are likely to be pragmatic and shaped by their political and 

institutional circumstances rather than rational and determined by research. While it has 

been easy to learn the lessons of significant successes, it has proved much harder to 

institutionalise them. Put simply, the development sector has continued to struggle to repeat 

the trick of turning research into action.  

 

Through this edited collection of around a dozen articles, this peer reviewed open access 

publication will present and explore the critical challenges faced by evidence-based 

development. It will speak clearly to the challenges and will seek to inform new thinking 

around how to design, implement and undertake research that makes a difference, drawing 

on the tacit and first-hand experiences of those who have led such work. In doing so, it will 

seek to identify deep insights into what it takes to help development research contribute to 

better development processes and ultimately social and economic progress.   

 

Our primary audiences are the donors, researchers and intermediaries that are engaged with 

research to policy orientated projects and the networks to which they belong. Rather than 

provide generalizable tool kits and case studies we want the learning arising from this 

collection to inform the wider debate around how research can be designed to improve 

development processes in a rapidly shifting development landscape, which has implications 

for how knowledge is thought about, accessed and used. 

 

Editorial Steering group 

James Georgalakis, IDS Director of Communications and Impact 

Ben Ramalingam, IDS Fellow and Leader of the digital research and knowledge cluster 



2 

 

Nasreen Jessani, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Rose Oronje, AFIDEP Director Science Communications and Evidence Uptake  

 

ESRC DFID grantees limited call for papers 
In this limited call for papers, we invite papers from ESRC DFID Joint Poverty Alleviation 
Fund grantees. A minimum of two of the twelve papers included in this collection will be 
selected from this call. We will accept submissions from PIs, COIs or research partners. 
Where research teams wish to submit a co-authored paper please indicate a primary contact.  
 
Other calls will identify contributors from southern civil society organisations, development 
practitioners and multi partner research consortia. Papers should provide first hand 
compelling experiences of either the process, outcome or impact of utilising research 
results to spur action gained through an ESRC DFID award and should not have been 
published elsewhere. Contributors must abide by high standards of rigorous and robust 
research integrity and good scholarship in writing their article, once commissioned to do so 
by the collection’s Editors.  
 
Your proposed paper should address the following question: What is the actionable 
learning for funders and researchers arising from your experience of trying to achieve 
impact with a small to medium sized research grant? 
 
In responding to this question contributors are strongly encouraged to address some or all of 
these points (these are expanded upon in the Guidelines for Contributors): 
 

 What were some of the critical barriers to engagement and uptake in areas like 

networks and relationships, time and resources, individual capacities and incentives 

and demand for evidence?  

 

 Were there any challenges around distinguishing scientific truth and where guidelines 

for validating and verifying evidence were highly contested? 

 

 How did micro as well as macro factors (political, economic, social, technological, 
environmental) facilitate and/or hinder the ultimate result? 

 How did you monitor progress and attribute the impact of research utilisation efforts to 
your project? 

 How might one go about institutionalising best practices and lessons learned for 
increasing demand as well as supply of rigorous, relevant, and timely research? 

 Based on your case study what does it take for development-oriented research to 
contribute to better development processes and how does this compare to current 
dominant paradigms for research uptake and impact? 

 
This collection is intended for both non-academic and academic audiences and articles may 
vary in tone from technically academic (while retaining clarity of language) to a more concise, 
accessible style. Each article is to be conceived as a contextualised case study rather than a 
pure academic discussion. 
 
If you are interested in contributing to this collection, please submit a short abstract of your 
paper (approx. 350 words) to: l.ismail@ids.ac.uk by 25th March 2016.  We will notify selected 

authors by mid-April, of their selection and expect the first ‘zero’ draft of the full paper from 

mailto:l.ismail@ids.ac.uk
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those selected by mid-May. The length of the papers should range between 7000-9000 
words. To ensure that this collection includes high quality work each selected paper will 
undergo rigorous peer review process. 
 
Authors are requested to strictly follow the formatting requirements contained in the 
Guidelines for Contributors.  
  
We look forward to receiving your abstracts. 

 
 
 


